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Jacqueline Atkinson
Affiliation Professor Public Health, University of Glasgow
Profile I have worked in mental health, predominately as an academic, for 37 years, focussing 

particularly on people with schizophrenia and their families, and latterly mental health law. I 
have also been a quilter since I was a child. This is had me to  an interest in quilting, and 
crafts more generally, and their relationship with wellbeing – for all and not just for people 
with different health problems. In 1990 as part of Glasgow’s Year of Culture I organised an art 
exhibition in a local Day Hospital, with art coming from across the UK.

Expertise My academic work is predominately around mental health law and policy, But I have interests 
in the use of crafts in mental wellbeing – in the general population-  rather than just projects 
with different client (Illness or problem based) groups -  although I have an interest in this also 
-  particularly the use of arts with people with mental health problems. As well as my 
academic skills I am a quilter and am involved with quilt groups. 

Website www.glasgow.ac.uk/departments/publichealth/ourstaff/jacquelineatkinson/
For quilts www.jacquelineatkinson.co.uk

Reference Burt EL., Atkinson JM (2011) The relationship between quilting and wellbeing Journal Public 
Health online doi:10.1093/pubmed/fdr041 5 June 
Atkinson JM., Burt E (2011) Quilting and Wellbeing The Quilter 127 Summer 22-23

Jemma Bagley
Affiliation Charnwood Arts
Profile I am a community arts development co-ordinator with Charnwood Arts in Loughborough with a 

special interest in arts in health. I run two weekly groups for adults with long term and enduring 
mental health illness in conjunction with the NHS. I also run groups and activities for children. I 
also run The Big Knitting Group for Charnwood Arts in 2010 we developed an exhibiton called 
‘Every Pocket Tells A Story’ which included pockets made by contributors from around the 
country and displayed historic pockets from Leicestershire county collection at Charnwood 
Museum Loughborough.
I have a degree in printed textile design and also work freelance as an artist/ illustrator and 
workshop leader.

Expertise I am a practitioner in the area of printmaking and multimedia. I manage and develop creative 
opportunities for adults and young people including textiles and ceramics 

Website www.charnwoodarts.com

Tim Bolton
Affiliation Plymouth College of Art
Profile In 2009 I co-organised with Malcolm Ferris an international conference on craft and 

sustainability “Making Futures” which has been celebrated by the sector. Building on this 
success, a second Conference will take place on September the 15th and 16th at Dartington 
Hall. My personal interests lie in craft and ideology, disappearing craft practice, charting the 
quiet demise of artisanal production in the face of mass production and consumption, social 
enterprise and in local global sustainable production. My previous practice has been in timber 
frame building, furniture making and architectural work in ceramics and glass.

Expertise Contemporary Crafts, Ceramics, Glass, Crafts and Sustainability
Reference Involved in the establishment of Making Futures http://makingfutures.plymouthart.ac.uk



Katie Bunnell
Affiliation University College Falmouth
Profile Dr Katie Bunnell is Reader in Design and leads the Autonomatic Research Group at UCF 

whose work explores the creative use of digital technologies within craft practices. Katie was a 
key player in the establishment of Hidden Art Cornwall, a franchise of Hidden Art London which 
provided a digital and physical support network for 200 makers in Cornwall between 2005-
2009. This network enabled Autonomatic to carry out ESF and ACE funded knowledge transfer 
projects, Repeat and Variation and Making It Digital, introducing digital technologies to the 
practices of makers across the Hidden Art community.

Expertise Katie is a member of Autonomatic - an established group of researchers at UCF exploring the 
creative use of digital technologies in designing and making three dimensional form. With skills 
and experience in designing in ceramics, metals, glass, plaster, plastics, amongst other media, 
their work is concerned with the invention of a wide range of innovative processes for making 
things. Through their research Autonomatic aim to challenge the boundaries between craft and 
industrial production and raise the profile of making in 21st century design culture.

Website http://www.autonomatic.org.uk

Natalia Eernstman
Affiliation University College Falmouth
Profile I am an artist-researcher-facilitator, creating collaborative and site-specific work as a means to 

foster positive change in communities. With a background in theatre, community development 
and environmental education, I address knotty sustainability related issues, using art to enter, 
untangle, problematize, connect, play, relook, explore and imagine. My art practice lies in 
imagining and creating a flexible frame of expressive and playful interventions that engage 
stakeholders.  How to generate change and what the contribution/meaning of art is this context 
are topics of constant inquiry. I am currently doing a PhD on these questions at the University 
College Falmouth. 

Expertise My background lies in community development, environmental education creative teaching 
methods and collaborative theatre. I design and facilitate collaborative processes in which 
people come together to explore how to move towards a more sustainable way of being in this 
world. I try to do so ‘artfully’, using methods such as theatre and craft, fostering imagination 
and play. In addition, I have done and still do research, in the field of learning, communication, 
sustainability and art

Website http://air.falmouth.ac.uk/users/natalia-eernstman

Carolina Escobar-Tello
Affiliation Loughborough Design School, Sustainable Design Research Group
Profile I’m a forward thinking researcher and designer working hard to become a real agent of change! 

I have a strong sustainable awareness and pro-active mindset which shapes my role as citizen 
of the world. I’m passionate about happiness, communities, and the power of ‘making & doing’; 
and for this reason my PhD looked at understanding the way in which design can contribute in 
a holistic way to sustainability. It investigated and proposed the design methods, and 
characteristics of sustainable products, services or systems capable of contributing to our 
happiness, hence shaping and promoting society towards sustainable lifestyles. I also have 
professional design experience in the industrial and governmental arena. In addition I have 
over five years of sustainable design teaching experience ranging from the academia to the 
industry. I have a special interest in design for sustainable lifestyles and societies, and the 
evolving role of Designers. This has equipped me with ‘creative design methods’ skills and 
experience in developing and facilitating collective creative processes that lead to 
multidisciplinary design innovation product/services/systems. I’m also interested in ‘new 
thinking for sustainable futures’, ‘emotional design’, and ‘design for sustainable behaviour’.

Expertise My area of expertise lies in the field of Sustainable Design, particularly in Happiness and its 
relationship with Design.  My PhD looked at understanding the way in which design can 
contribute in a holistic way to sustainability and in this way investigated, identified and 
proposed the design methods, and characteristics of sustainable products, services or systems 
capable of contributing to our happiness, hence shaping and promoting society towards 
sustainable lifestyles.

Website http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/lds/staff/research/carolina-escobar-tello.html

Emilia Ferraro
Affiliation Department of geography and Sustainable Development, University of St. Andrews
Profile My interests lie at the interface of anthropology, craft and sustainability. A social and 

economic anthropologist, I have developed a strong interest in understanding the way culture 
(broadly defined to include worldviews, cosmologies, belief systems and values) shapes our 



daily behaviour and choices. In this respect, I am interested in exploring in what ways the 
concept of the human being, nature and society that lies at the core of craft practice can 
contribute to the sustainability project. Having lived for many years with the Indigenous 
Peoples of the Andes, I have developed an appreciation for different ways of knowing, so I 
am exploring what kind of knowledge, and related values and awareness, "making" brings to 
sustainability.

Expertise Sustainable Development and culture; Craft as a pathway to sustainability; indigenous 
ontologies; “other” ways of thinking and knowing

Reference An article on craft and sustainable development, in the journal Craft + Design enquiry, July 
2011, downloadable at: http://www.craftaustralia.org.au/cde/toc/2011VOL3.php

Deirdre Figueiredo
Affiliation Craftspace
Profile Deirdre Figueiredo is Director of Craftspace which works in partnership with makers and 

artists, audiences, venues and a diverse range of organisations to push boundaries and 
perceptions around contemporary crafts practice through touring exhibitions and action 
research around audience engagement and participation. Craftspace initiates programmes of 
work which stimulate artistic excellence, critical thinking and understanding of contemporary 
crafts in the widest social and cultural contexts.  Deirdre has worked as a curator and 
manager in the field of visual arts, craft and museums over 20 years and has developed 
particular expertise in diversity, social engagement and audience development issues.

Expertise Models of participation and engagement through contemporary craft practice, building social 
and cultural capital through the ideas and processes of making.

Website www.craftspace.co.uk   www.flickr.com/craftspace
http://craftspace.co.uk/page.asp?fn=2&id=53&stp=1&grp=3
www.shelanucollective.co.uk

Reference www.craftspace.co.uk/timeinprint, www.craftspace.co.uk/seedsofchange
www.craftspace.co.uk/newgrowth, www.craftspace.co.uk/routestonewroutes, 
www.craftspace.co.uk/routestorevolution, 
www.craftspace.co.uk/curiousaboutcraft

Kate Fletcher
Affiliation Reader in Sustainable Fashion, London College of Fashion
Profile Kate Fletcher is a designer-researcher, consultant and writer in fashion and sustainability. 

Her work has been at the forefront of sustainability ideas and research practice in fashion for 
the last fifteen years and contributes to the fashion and sustainability agenda through her 
work business, education, policy and research. Kate finished a PhD in 1999 and is Reader in 
Sustainable Fashion at London College of Fashion where her latest project explores the ‘craft 
of use’. She has over 50 publications in the field, is author of Sustainable Fashion and 
Textiles: Design Journeys (2008) and co-author of Fashion and Sustainability: Design for 
Change (in print). In the Local Wisdom project Kate has  been working with ideas linked to 
resourceful and satisfying practices associated with using garments: the ‘craft of use’. These 
practices are seen as contributing to post-growth ideas and fostering self-reliance.

Expertise Design for sustainability in fashion and textiles
Website www.katefletcher.com

www.localwisdom.info
Reference Fletcher, K. (2011), Post Growth Fashion and the Craft of Users in A. Gwilt and T. Rissannen 

(Eds.), Shaping Sustainable Fashion, London: Earthscan, pp165-175

Fiona Hackney
Affiliation University College Falmouth
Profile Dr. Fiona Hackney is a Design and Craft Historian with a particular interest in amateur practice, 

gender and the imagined and actual communities that surround such everyday practices such 
DIY, dressmaking or reading magazines. With Dr. Deborah Sugg-Ryan, she co-convenes the 
Connected Creative Communities Research Group at University College Falmouth, and is 
Award Leader for MA Twentieth Century Art & Design: Histories & Theories. Relevant 
publications include ‘Use Your Hands for Happiness: Home Craft & Make-do-and-mend in 
British Women’s Magazines in the1920s & 1930s’ (2006) Journal of Design History (Special 
issue on DIY) and ‘Making Modern Women, Stitch by Stitch: Dressmaking and Women’s 
Magazines in Britain in the 1920s & 1930s’, in B. Burman (ed.) The Culture of Sewing: 



Gender,Consumption and Homedressmaking (Berg, 1999). Fiona studied at Edinburgh 
University and College of Art and the Royal College of Art before completing a PhD on interwar 
women’s magazines at Goldsmith’s College, University of London.  

Expertise Fiona is currently involved in a number of AHRC projects exploring the connections between 
people, place, history, storytelling and creative practice to promote regeneration, health and 
well being, and resilience, particularly in rural communities. She sits on the Executive 
Committee of the Design History Society and the steering group for the Heritage Lottery 
Funded Memory Bay oral history project (a partnership between Tate St Ives, the St Ives 
Archive Trust and Leach Pottery, UCF and others) which explores the arts and crafts 
community in St Ives, Cornwall.   

Alison Harper
Affiliation I am a textile artist/researcher working with textile craft processes using found materials usually 

discarded. My work is often of a participatory/performative nature. I am a visiting lecturer at 
Bath Spa University- BA Creative Arts Textiles

Profile I am a textile artist/researcher working with textile craft processes using found materials usually 
discarded. My work is often of a participatory/performative nature. I am a visiting lecturer at 
Bath Spa University- BA Creative Arts Textiles

Expertise I am currently researching, by means of a practice-based Phd, the ways in which textile art and 
processes can contribute to an ethical dialogue between art, materials, and social and cultural 
change. I am interested in resources, the use and mis-use of, and the reasons we still need to 
make in the 21st century. Also the origins and development of craftivism, how it can relate to 
and inform a new kind of creative eco-philosophy and how this can help us re-discover a set of 
values to help us to understand and embrace sustainability.

Website www.alisonharper.net

Amy Houghton
Profile Amy’s background in textiles influences her artistic practice, which currently features the use 

of animation and video installations to explore hidden and revealed histories and stories 
related to old objects. She explores how we use and read antique objects as stimuli for 
nostalgic longing, as indicators of our authenticity, as tools to search for origin, and as a 
connection to reality in the contact of contemporary society. The outcomes invariably involve 
the pseudo forensic and archaeological processes to examine, unpick and reanimate the 
objects she works with, through stop frame and video animation.  Recent activities include a 
residency  and exhibition at Plymouth College of Art: http://gallery.plymouthart.ac.uk/, 
exhibition at Nottingham Castle and commissions for Taking Time Craft and the Slow 
Revolution: http://makingaslowrevolution.wordpress.com/ and http://tweave.co.uk/

Expertise Artist, maker, textiles, animation, archives, unmaking, connectivity, stories. Education 
research: 5x5x5=Creativity. Previously Arts Coordinator for Textile Forum South West

Website www.amyhoughton.co.uk
Reference www.tweave.co.uk

www.KWMC.org.uk
www.tfsw.org
http://makingaslowrevolution.wordpress.com/
http://gallery.plymouthart.ac.uk/
http://www.5x5x5creativity.org.uk/

Jayne Howard
Affiliation Arts for Health Cornwall and Isles of Scilly
Profile I have been the Director of Arts for Health Cornwall since 2005.  The early part of my career 

was in the public sector, initially in drama education and then in the NHS where I held a 
variety of senior management and Director roles. I have a passion for all the arts, particularly 
literary and performing arts, have an MA in 20th Century Art and Design History and a PgDip 
(with Disctinction) in English Literature.  My work been characterised by an emphasis on 
partnership working to improve the experiences of individuals and communities and to tackle 
social injustice and inequalities.  

Expertise I am the Director of Arts for Health Cornwall and Isles of Scilly (AFHC) which is one of the 
leading arts and health organisations in the UK. We have delivered a wide range of projects, 
across different creative media including:

 Community based creative groups working with people with specific health needs
 Intergenerational work aimed at revisiting community histories and recovering 

community connections 
 Work with homeless people - providing drop-in creative activity sessions and working 

on creative campaigns to raise awareness of homelessness



. . . and many other activities.
My background is in health promotion and public health. As an organisation we are well-
connected with both arts and health agencies in the county and are networked with other arts 
and health organisations nationally.

Website www.artsforhealthcornwall.org.uk
Reference New Economics Foundation – Centre for Wellbeing – online here

MMM re-think   To make the leap to a liveable world, we need to find ways of activating and 
strengthening the kinds of values that will help us create more sustainable ways of living. The 
re.think programme and the resources on this website have been designed to show how 
engaging with art and culture can help us do this.–  online here
Transition Culture - blog by founder of Transition Movement, Rob Hopkins and read by 3,000 
people per day worldwide - online here
Common Cause – the Case for Working with Values and Frames This handbook builds on 
the initiative of a group of staff from COIN, CPRE, Friends of the  Earth, Oxfam and WWF-UK 
online here

Isabel Hughes
Affiliation Museum of English Rural Life, University of Reading
Profile Joined the Museum of English Rural Life at Reading University in February 2011 having 

previously been a consultant in museums learning, access and interpretation.  Prior to this, was 
Head of Access & Learning at the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council South East and 
Head of Education at Hampshire Museums.  I am interested in how museums can engage 
visitors with craft and how contemporary craft can be illuminated by our historic collections.

Expertise I am Curator of Collections & Engagement at the Museum of English Rural Life.  We have 
strong collections showing traditional rural crafts although we don’t have much contemporary 
material.  We have recently been acquiring pieces that reflect images of the countryside and 
attitudes towards rural life and the countryside through an HLF Collecting Cultures project, 
“Collecting 20th Century Rural Cultures”

Website http://www.reading.ac.uk/merl/

Hilary Jennings
Affiliation Happy Museum Project
Profile Hilary has worked extensively in the crafts sector as Craft Skills Director at CC Skills and 

freelance for the Crafts Council, Heritage Crafts Association and others.  An Associate on the 
Happy Museum Project she also co-developed the The Case for Optimism, a workshop 
programme exploring the role of arts and creativity in fostering “cultures of sustainability”.  
She co-authored a PHF funded report, Sustainable Ability – mapping the response of the arts 
and cultural sector to climate change and resource scarcity and understanding the practical 
and behavioural barriers preventing greater depth and breadth of response.  She is founder 
Co-Chair of Transition Town Tooting.

Expertise I have many years experience in working in the crafts sector including for Creative & Cultural 
Skills and Crafts Council.  I am an Associate on the Happy Museum Project and co-
developed the The Case for Optimism, a workshop programme exploring the role of arts and 
creativity in fostering “cultures of sustainability” - supported by Clore and Esmee Fairbairn 
Foundations.  I also co-authored a PHF funded report,  Sustainable Ability – mapping the 
current response of the arts and cultural sector to climate change and resource scarcity and 
understanding the practical and behavioural barriers preventing greater depth and breadth of 
response.  On a local basis I am involved in the Transition Movement in Tooting.

Website Linkedin Profile
Reference New Economics Foundation – Centre for Wellbeing – online here

MMM re-think   To make the leap to a liveable world, we need to find ways of activating and 
strengthening the kinds of values that will help us create more sustainable ways of living. The 
re.think programme and the resources on this website have been designed to show how 
engaging with art and culture can help us do this.–  online here
Transition Culture - blog by founder of Transition Movement, Rob Hopkins and read by 3,000 
people per day worldwide - online here
Common Cause – the Case for Working with Values and Frames This handbook builds on 
the initiative of a group of staff from COIN, CPRE, Friends of the  Earth, Oxfam and WWF-UK 
online here

Alex Lambley
Affiliation The Leach Pottery/ University College Falmouth
Profile Alex Lambley is a PhD Researcher, her project being a collaboration between University 

College Falmouth and the Leach Pottery in St Ives. The working title of her thesis is The 



Mingei and its Transnational Reception: A Comparative Study of Studio Pottery in south west 
England and south west Canada.  Emphasising potter Bernard Leach’s role in disseminating 
Mingei ideology transnationally, her thesis evaluates the contemporary legacy of the Mingei, 
its multiple and differing receptions and the ensuing transcultural issues, with a particular 
focus on south west England and south west Canada, specifically St Ives and Vancouver.  

Expertise Bernard Leach in relation to the Mingei movement. The Leach Diaspora, specifically Leach’s 
Vancouver apprentices.

Jo Little
Affiliation Department of Geography, University of Exeter
Profile I am a professor in geography at Exeter University where I am involved in research and 

teaching on gender and rural geography.  I have undertaken research on rural women’s 
employment and on gender relations/identities in rural communities in the UK and New 
Zealand.  I have also worked on issues of rural governance and on the  production and 
consumption of local food. My recent work has begun to look at issues of women’s health and 
wellbeing and, in particular, the role of nature and wilderness in promoting fitness. 

Expertise Research on gender, women’s labour and rural communities
Website http://geography.exeter.ac.uk/staff/index.php?web_id=Jo_Little

Richenda Macgregor
Affiliation Transition Town Totnes
Profile I am an Artist and social entrepreneur working in the field of Art and Ecology.  I originally 

trained as a production potter and glassmaker and spent ten years working professionally as 
a Maker, Teacher and Trainer - facilitating the transformative process of making pots and 
glassware, and the parallel process of supporting people to empower and transform 
themselves.  Having learnt the effectiveness of holding space in this way, using skill and the 
environment to allow for deep process work to happen within individuals and groups, I now 
work to facilitate a transformative way of being in the world.  One in which each individual 
finds a stronger connection to the natural world and their community.  Each course and 
workshop is designed with intent and tailored to the group or individual I am working with.  
Alongside this work I also continue my practice as an Artist and Maker, I have a studio just 
outside my hometown of Totnes and exhibit work in various galleries across the southwest.  I 
am the founder of the Totnes Transition Town group Sustainable Makers; A community of 
Artists and Makers actively enquiring into the social, cultural and economic role of the Maker 
in a time of energy descent.
Freelance facilitating and teaching: I am currently free-lance facilitating and teaching for 
organisations such as Schumacher College, High Heathercombe, Organic Arts, Plymouth 
University and Write to Freedom.  Each organisation has its own specialisms but all are 
dedicated to transformational learning.  Customers include young offenders as well as young 
people at risk.  I always work as part of a team; projects include designing and building a herb 
garden, a collaborative sculpture, designing and creating an interactive gallery space and 
facilitating short courses at Schumacher College.  Teachers worked with include Fritjof Capra 
(the Tao of physics) Thomas Moore (Care of the soul) James Wong (grow your own drugs) 
And Caspar Walsh (Criminal).

Expertise Richenda Macgregor works as an Artist, Teacher and Facilitator.  Has a studio called ‘The 
Potting Shed’ where she runs regular workshops in ceramics and glass.  She is active within 
Transition Town and the environmental movement and lectures on the importance of Craft 
and ‘sustaining ability’ through experiential learning.

Website www.pottingshedworkshop.com

Polly Macpherson
Affiliation Plymouth University
Profile Polly has an MA in Ceramics from Cardiff and is currently an Associate Professor in Design & 

Award Leader for the BA(Hons) Designer Maker & MA Contemporary Designer Maker at 
Plymouth University. She is a Board member/Trustee for The Devon Guild of Craftsmen and 
was a selector & judge for the 2011 Contemporary Craft Fair. As a member of the ‘Culture, 
Theory, Space’ and ‘Design Knowledge’ research groups at Plymouth, she is an active 
maker/artist/researcher and has recently returned to the UK after three months as Guest 
Professor in the Faculty of Architecture at Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand.

Expertise Associate Professor 3D Design and Award Leader of BA (Hons)   
  Designer Maker & MA Contemporary Designer, Plymouth University.
- Master of Arts Ceramics, University of Wales, Inst. Cardiff, Wales
- Invited Selector & judge for 2011 Contemporary Craft Fair �
- Board Member / Trustee of The Devon Guild of Craftsmen – Arts 



  Council England http://www.crafts.org.uk/
- Invited participant in The Creative & Cultural Skills Devon 
  Consultation on Standards in Craft. 2009

Website www.3ddesign.org.uk
www.pollymacpherson.co.uk

Reference http://www.booenterprise.com/ - Building working & communities

Hannah Maughan Robb
Affiliation University College Falmouth
Profile Trained at the RCA, I work as a freelance textile designer, specialising in embroidery and 

mixed media. Clients include Christian Lacroix, English Eccentrics, United Arrows, Byblos, 
Joseph and Habitat. Since 2003 I have also worked as Senior Lecturer on the BA (Hons) 
Textile Design programme, establishing the mixed media area. This focuses on engaging the 
students in the traditions and values of hand and machine stitch and fabric manipulation but 
with the emphasis on technical acumen and creative response to personalise and 
contemporise the discipline. This is also the ethos of my own research work. In 2003 I was 
instrumental in establishing Hidden Art Cornwall, the first and only franchise of the award 
winning designer-maker membership organisation, Hidden Art, which connected the Cornish 
creative design community to each other and the international design community and ran until 
2009.

Expertise I am a textile designer specialising in embroidery and mixed media, and Senior Lecturer on the 
BA (Hons) Textile Design programme at University College Falmouth, where I also specialise 
in mixed media. I am interested in the generational cycle through which embroidery and sewing 
techniques are passed down and how these skills can be updated and modernised to make 
them relevant to a contemporary audience. I am interested in the stories connected to the 
process of handing down such skills and the stories attached to embroidered artefacts that 
pass through the generations, questioning whether these stories help or hinder the 
engagement of the next generation in learning craft skills.

Larch Maxey
Affiliation Ecological Land Co-operative

Plymouth University
Profile Larch Maxey gained a Law degree from Manchester University in 1993. Whilst completing an 

MSc in Environmental Policy in 1994 he co-founded the NO M65 direct action anti-road camp 
where he lived for one year. He has since founded grassroots direct action campaigns on a 
range of issues including genetic engineering and aviation. He completed his PhD on 
sustainable communities in 2003 and has researched and published broadly within the fields 
of sustainability, resistance and children’s geographies. Larch is a Director of the Ecological 
Land Co-operative and his involvement with ELC began in 2007 through his work with 
Lammas Low Impact Initiatives Ltd., which he co-founded in 2005, and his work on a two-
year Leverhulme Trust funded project on the UK Back-to-the-Land Movement (2007-9). Larch
has over 20 years’ experience of teaching, researching and practicing sustainability, with over 
40 academic and popular publications, including a co-edited book on Low Impact 
Development. He is currently a Research Fellow at Plymouth University.

Website http://www.ecologicalland.coop/
http://lowimpactdevelopment.wordpress.com/

Reference http://www.ecologicalland.coop/projects-small-successful

Simon Moreton 
Affiliation University of Bristol
Profile My research focuses on the alternatives supplied by grassroots organisations to dominant 

creative industries and urbanisation narratives. I have researched organisations that provide 
affordable studio space to artists in London and an activist, grassroots community initiative in 
Bristol. My work critically focuses on the concept of creativity as a tool of governance within the 
cultural sector – and in particular how grassroots organisations and practitioners mobilise 
creative skills to generate notions of community in reaction to that. I am interested in exploring 
the relationship between creative practices and contemporary ‘craftivist’ movements, and how 
they can constitute radical challenges to understandings of contemporary economies.  

Expertise Academic geographer with research interests in the field of creative industries, grassroots arts 
movements, the role of creative practice in community building, and critical uses of ‘creativity’ 
as a tool of governance. I am also a creative practitioner, working in the field of self-publishing 
comics, abstract illustration and writing

Website http://smoo.tumblr.com



Deirdre Nelson
Profile Deirdre Nelson is  an artist mainly working in Textiles with experience of exhibition , 

commission and residency. She also engages with the community through socially engaged 
practice. 

Expertise I am an artist mainly working in Textiles with experience of exhibition , commission and 
residency. I also work with the community through socially engaged practice. 

Website website http://www.deirdre-nelson.com/
blog http://dstitch.blogspot.com/
twitter @dstitch

Robert Pulley
Affiliation University of Sussex
Profile Robert Pulley is Principal of West Dean College, an international postgraduate centre of the 

arts and a partner college of the University of Sussex. He was formerly Dean of Art and 
Design at Falmouth College of Arts and, prior to that, Subject Leader for Three-Dimensional 
Design at Ravensbourne College of Design and Communication. After graduating from the 
Royal College of Art he set up an independent design studio and manufacturing company. 
Robert Pulley is a member of the Craft Research Journal advisory board and of the design 
think tank Salon

Expertise Design and social enterprise
Reference Pulley,R (2011), ‘Feeling Good’, Craft Research 2, pp. 97-114

Various academics, students, artists (2011), Escuela de Arte exchange project, Xilitla 
Mexico/West Dean 
Various academics, students, artists (1999) Colours of India exchange project, IIT 
Bombay/Falmouth College of Arts

James Ryan
Affiliation Department of Geography, University of Exeter
Profile James is currently working with geographer Caitlin DeSilvey and photographer Steven Bond 

on an  Arts and Humanities Research Council projected titled ‘Small is Beautiful?’ based at
the Cornwall Campus of the University of Exeter. This is a collaborative documentary project 
on the making and mending of everyday objects in the South West. The project has three 
linked objectives frame the project: (1) the documentation of workplaces; (2) the exploration 
of alternative approaches to visual-material research; and (3) dialogue within communities 
about everyday aesthetics, cultural value, and social change. 

Expertise James is a historical and cultural geographer. His research interests lie in three main areas: 
Geographies of colonialism and post-colonialism; photography, visual culture and geography; 
and the history of geographical knowledge and science.

Website http://smallisbeautifulproject.blogspot.com/
Reference The Small is Beautiful? project have an exhibition at Bridport Arts Centre from 24 September 

– 15 October 2011 for details see: http://www.bridport-arts.com/whats-on/event-
details?id=608

Erica Steer
Affiliation Devon Guild of Craftsmen
Profile Erica Steer is Director of the Devon Guild of Craftsmen, a membership organisation and 

crafts development agency for the south west.  She has a BA (Hons) in Business Studies and 
a MA (Distinction) in Heritage Studies. She has also recently received a Level 5 Certificate in 
Professional Development (Leadership in Social Enterprise) from University of Plymouth and 
completed a leadership programme funded by the Cultural Leadership Programme. 
Previously Crafts Officer at Arts Council England South West, Erica has a particular interest 
in the development of networks for knowledge sharing and exchange.  Relevant projects 
include instigating the national programme The Shape of Things which commissioned makers
to respond to their cultural heritage, developing and co-steering the regional Contemporary 
Craft Fellowship Scheme, and co-steering and administering the national CraftNet network. 
She also contributed to the development of Textile Forum South West and a regional 
symposium in 2007,Creating attractions: Craft and Tourism.

Expertise Leadership in social enterprise; Developing and managing networks; Strategic planning
Website www.crafts.org.uk



Deborah Sugg Ryan
Affiliation University College Falmouth
Profile My research is on the experience of modernity in the twentieth century, with a particular 

emphasis on spectacle, space, performance and communities. I have published several 
articles on the revival of pageantry and spectacle in Britain the US and the British Empire in the 
twentieth century. I also work on the material culture and design of the home and domestic 
space. I am currently developing collaborative work on the legacies of arts colonies as part of a 
new research group at University College Falmouth on ‘Connected Creative Communities' and 
am supervising a PhD on restorative gardens, health and wellbeing.

Expertise History & theory of design, visual and material culture

Jane Sutherland
Affiliation Creative Skills
Profile Since January I have been Director of Creative Skills, www.creativeskills.org.uk  and for the 

previous 10 years worked with Kneehigh Theatre, Cornwall’s international theatre company, as 
their Marketing Manager. Last year I completed my MA in History of 20th Century Art and 
Design at University College Falmouth, my dissertation subject being ‘Changing Rooms –
Vanessa Bell and the transformation of the domestic interior’. As well as being the Chair of the 
board of Miracle Theatre I am also on the boards of ProjectBase and Plymouth College of Art.

Expertise Continuing professional development for artists and designer makers
Website www.creativeskills.org.uk

Nicola Thomas
Affiliation Department of Geography, University of Exeter
Profile Nicola is a Cultural and Historical Geographer based at the University of Exeter. Her interests 

cross many areas from the contemporary creative economy to gendered experiences of British 
women in 19th century India. Theoretically she is concerned with gender and postcolonialism 
however her work always seems to come back to biographies, the small stories of people’s 
lives, the geographies of their lives, the interplay of life stories and material culture. Nicola’s 
most recent work has started to address the cultures of craft practice in the context of South-
West Britain, talking to those who practice in the South West. This has led her to consider the 
ways in which geographer’s interests in place, identity, community and space might meet craft. 
Nicola has recently been awarded an AHRC funded grant to research the place of craft guilds 
in the creative economy. The research is titled ‘Situating Craft Guilds in the Creative Economy: 
Histories, Politics and Practices’.

Expertise Cultural and Historical Geography, Biographical approaches, Memory, Identity, Place, Objects 
and Lives; Creative Ecomony, Cultural Industries. 

Website http://geography.exeter.ac.uk/staff/index.php?web_id=Nicola_Thomas
Reference http://geography.exeter.ac.uk/creativeindustries/index.shtml

Harvey, D.C., Hawkins, H., Thomas, N.J. (2011). Regional imaginaries of governance 
agencies: practising the region of South West Britain. Environment and Planning A
Thomas, N.J., Ryan, J.R. (2010). ‘Durbars, spectacle and landscapes of performance’ in Codell 
JF (ed) Power and Dominion: Photography and the Imperial Durbars of British, Prestel 
Publishers for the Alkazi Collection.
Thomas, N.J. (2007). Embodying imperial spectacle: Dressing the Vicereine, Lady Curzon 
1899 - 1905. Cultural Geographies, 14(3), 369-400.
Thomas, N.J. (2004). Exploring the Boundaries of Biography: the family and friendship 
networks of Lady Curzon, Vicereine of India 1898 - 1905. Journal of Historical Geography, 
30(3), 496-519.

Matthew Tyas
Affiliation University College Falmouth, Research Student, with Autonomatic & the Leach Pottery, St Ives.
Profile Currently working on PhD research “Designing 21st Century Standard Ware: The Cultural Heritage of 

Bernard Leach and the Creative and Economic Benefits of Digital Technologies” in conjunction with the 
Leach Pottery, St Ives. Examining how digital technologies can be engaged with through craft in the 
design, development and making of ceramics in the context of the Leach Pottery today and framing this 
process in relation to Bernard Leach’s ideas about making.

Expertise I’m a ceramic designer-maker; recent making interests being landscapes and seasons, and articulating 
this through body, form and glaze.

Website www.autonomatic.org.uk  / www.matthewtyas.co.uk
/ Twitter @MatthewTyas

Anna Upchurch



Affiliation University of Leeds
Profile Dr Anna Upchurch is Lecturer in Cultural Industries at the School of Performance and Cultural 

Industries, University of Leeds. Her research interests include historiographies of cultural 
policy, the history of ideas about the arts in society, and the organisation of work in the cultural 
industries. A U.S. citizen, she had a long career in arts management before earning a PhD in 
cultural policy at the University of Warwick. She was a co-organizer of the Warwick-Duke 
Humanities Project with Dr Eleonora Belfiore at Warwick in 2009, which brought together 
academic researchers, humanities scholars, business executives, and arts professionals in two 
workshops to discuss the role of the humanities in contemporary society. She is co-authoring a 
chapter about the history and operations of the Penland School of Crafts in the US with 
Penland director, Jean McLaughlin, to be included in a collection published in 2012 (Palgrave). 
Anna is co-editing this edition with Dr Eleonora Belfiore (Warwick University). The book has 
developed from research workshops organized in the US and UK in 2009, funded by an AHRC 
research workshop grant on the impact of the humanities. Lastly, Anna has recently 
investigated and written about Dartington’s role in the development of UK cultural policy.

Expertise The organisation of work in the cultural industries; the history of ideas about the arts in society; 
history of UK cultural policy; US arts policy and history

Website http://www.leeds.ac.uk/pci/staff/staff_aupchurch.html

Thanh Giang Vo
Affiliation Wolverhampton Arts and Heritage
Profile I work for Wolverhampton Arts and Heritage Service as an Arts and Social Care Coordinator. I 

run a project that’s about research and development of services that looks at the therapeutic 
use of arts, craft, heritage and culture for vulnerable and socially excluded people. The project 
has been managed by me and in partnership with various local and national organisations. The 
current programme I manage is called ArtsinMind. To find out more about this service and the 
background of the project look at www.artsinmind.org.uk

Expertise I run a project that’s about research and development of services that looks at the therapeutic 
use of arts, craft, heritage and culture for vulnerable and socially excluded people. The project 
has been managed by me and in partnership with various local and national organisations. The 
current programme I manage is called ArtsinMind.This is a new service developed by 
Wolverhampton Arts and Heritage. The service promotes the use of arts and heritage activities 
to improve the quality of life of older people who are living with dementia or cognitive 
difficulties.  It is also for those who may find it difficult to continue accessing cultural services 
due to their age or disability. The overall aim is to enhance the mental, emotional and physical 
wellbeing of older people.
In 2010, Wolverhampton Arts & Heritage in partnership with praXis, set out to demonstrate how 
arts and museum services can be commissioned to deliver Health and Wellbeing-related 
services, particularly with regard to dementia support.
I am working on a community exhibition with an older adult mental health hospital along the 
themes of traditional crafts and wellbeing to be installed in February 2012.

Website www.artsinmind.org.uk

Michael Westley
Affiliation Westley design (Landscape Architecture, Inclusive, Urban & Garden Design)
Profile 20 years experience of inclusive landscape design. Appointments: Department of Health NHS 

Design Review Panel, CABE Space Enabler (public space ‘co-design’ & place analysis, design 
& training for CABE ‘Spaceshaper’) , Play-England national training & play strategy design, 
Program Manager, Sensory Trust (Eden Project) Plymouth University School of Architecture 
Design Environment (Associate Senior Lecturer), Founding Principal- Groundwork Plymouth 
Area.
Westley Design delivers Wellbeing by Design through consultancy & training, community 
based public space, healthcare & learning environments Westley Design works in creative 
partnerships with client groups & artist/makers, through innovative consultation & collaboration 
to create unique, accessible, multi-sensory places.

Expertise Landscape Architecture, inclusive design, urban & garden design focussing on healing & 
learning environments and sustainable housing and business development

Website www.westleydesign.co.uk

Robin Wood
Affiliation Heritage Crafts Association
Profile Robin wood is an international respected traditional woodworker who uses a foot-powered 



lathe to make traditional bowls and plates from local timber. He is passionate about all 
traditional crafts and as chair of the Heritage Crafts Association campaigns to preserve and 
promote them. He makes wooden spoons and teaches the craft of carving with axes and 
knives. 

Expertise Chair of Heritage Crafts Association, traditional woodworker
Website www.robin-wood.co.uk

www.heritagecrafts.org.uk
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