
Crafting Sustainability and Well-being 
Workshop: 19th and 20th September 2011

Background
‘Crafting Sustainability and Well-being’ is the third and final workshop of in the 
‘Connecting Craft and Communities’ network. The three workshops have brought 
together craft practitioners, academics, policy makers and creative intermediaries to 
address the varied intersections between communities and contemporary craft 
practice. More details about the network can be found at:

http://connectingcraftcommunities.wordpress.com/

The network is generously funded through the Research Councils UK ‘Connected 
Communities‘ programme:

http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/fundingopportunities/pages/connectedcommunities.aspx

The final workshop will take place at Dartington Hall, Totness, Devon on the 19th and 
20th September 2011. We are delighted to be holding our final workshop at 
Dartington, a place that resonates so strongly with craft, sustainability and 
environmentalism. For information on Dartington Hall please see:

http://www.dartington.org/

Costs
The workshop has been funded by the Research Council UK’s Connected 
Communities programme and as such we are able to pay for participants standard 
class travel, accommodation and subsistence. We are not able to pay further fees or 
cover loss of earnings. We will provide full board overnight accommodation for 
participants at Dartington Hall. We do run our workshops on a tight budget and 
request that you book your travel in advance to get the best value tickets. You will be 
sent an expenses claim form to submit with your receipts, and you will be reimbursed 
via an electronic payment into your bank account after the workshop. 

Planned timetable
Please aim to arrive at Dartington by 1.30pm on Monday 19th September. 
Registration and lunch will be available from 12.30. 

We will end the workshop promptly at 4pm on Tuesday 20th September. This will 
enable participants to get to the train station (5 minutes by taxi) to catch the 16.27 
train for stations to London; the 16.50 train for stations to Leeds and the 16.55 train 
for stations to Penzance. A more detailed timetable will be circulated in mid-August. 

PLEASE SEND YOUR REGISTRTAION FORM BY 8TH AUGUST



Workshop themes

‘Crafting Sustainability and Well-being’ brings together two key agendas for 
contemporary society: the challenges of building a sustainable future and the 
challenge of building/maintaining resilient communities that offer significant 
advantages in terms of the improved well-being, health and life chances. We want to 
use this workshop to bring these agendas into closer dialogue with each other to 
explore the possibilities for informing future research and practice. 

It is notable that the craft politics and practices that have a long tradition are 
increasingly being allied to contemporary sustainability and well-being agendas.  For 
example we see the 19th century concerns around mass-production and the 
celebration of the hand-made rearticulated in the ‘slow’ movement and in transition 
economies; alongside this we see an increasing recognition of communal hand-work 
and the benefits of the conviviality that such practices bring more widely recognized 
and valued. This workshop will explore the relevance of craft culture in developing 
environmentally, economically and socially sustainable practices. 

Recent research suggests that there are significant and as yet not fully articulated 
links between craft practices and the requirements of sustainable development. 
Specifically within local community development projects such as Transition Towns, 
crafts practitioners are delivering hand/making skills workshops that enable greater 
self sufficiency, while other practitioners take an active ethical stance in the 
production of their own work, focusing their attention and their sensitivities on low 
impact materials, production methods and the longevity of their products. In this 
context, the autonomous nature of craft practice combined with its emphasis on 
material culture and relationship to communities of practice presents a useful model 
of networked self sufficiency connected to the environment that is worth exploring. 

Alongside a renewed environmental consciousness, craft practitioners are 
developing roles for themselves outside of established craft contexts, applying their 
skills in a wide variety of projects involving health and well being and community 
engagement. Starting from the notion that a sustainable future is one that is attentive 
to the health and well-being of the communities we would like to take stock of the 
ways in which craft practice currently engages with health and well-being agendas. 
We would like to consider the diverse ways in which contemporary craft practice is 
enrolled in more formal ways to enhance the well-being and health of communities –
whether in primary care health practice initiatives or as part of creative arts health 
programmes. Alongside this we wish to ensure that more ‘every-day’ crafting is not 
ignored given the recognized ‘unintended’ benefits that accrues from taking part in 
crafting activities. We will address the challenges that face craft in contributing to
community well-being, addressing the sometimes uncomfortable enrolment of craft 
as a ‘tool’ for community projects, set against the space for innovation and 
development that community projects might bring.

The workshop will aim to inspire and provoke participants to discuss the value of craft 
practices, processes and sensibilities within sustainable community development
using the following questions as the starting point for discussion:

What is the current relationship between craft and sustainable development? 

What are the relationships between current thinking on material culture, consumption 



and craft?

What have/can we learn and what do we know about pre-industrial manufacturing 
processes and how might they relate to sustainable development?

How can craft practitioners contribute to developing social and community 
engagement in small-scale enterprises?

What is the relationship between craft,  heritage and environmental understandings? 

How can the histories of craft enable us to develop sustainable community 
environment, places, spaces and institutions?

How do different contexts (for example the rural, the region) change the ways in 
which we consider craft and sustainability/well-being agendas?

What is the role of crafts in delivering healthcare and wellbeing in a rapidly ageing 
society?

How has participating in craft practices enabled people to increase self-confidence, 
build self-esteem and overcome loneliness? 

What can be learnt form those ‘delivering craft’ in primary care situations? 

What are the craft and design practices that best aid people with mental and physical 
illness? 

To what extent has ‘craft on prescription’ been incorporated into mainstream primary 
care and to what effect?

What are the resources that we draw on when challenged to ‘enhance community 
participation, self-reliance; and resilience’, ‘build diverse and cohesive communities’
and ‘build sustainable futures’? 
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